
 
How to download an o*icial copy of your Amateur Radio (or GMRS) 
license? 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) no longer mails paper licenses. You can download an official 
electronic PDF of your Amateur Radio License directly through the FCC Universal Licensing System (ULS).  

Step-by-Step Instructions 

1. Log In to the FCC ULS  
o Go to the FCC ULS License Manager.  Click the link to the left or type in  

https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp 
o Sign in using your FCC Registration Number (FRN) and password.  

(If you forgot your password, click the reset link on the login page.)  
 

2. Access Electronic Authorizations  
o Once logged in, click "Download Electronic Authorizations" on the left menu (or look for the 

green "Download your Official License Copy" link).  
 

3. Select Your License  
o In the Filter by Radio Service box or My Authorizations box, locate your Amateur (HV) 

license call sign.  
o Click on your call sign and click Add to move it into the Authorizations to Download column.  

 
4. Download the PDF 

o Click the Download button at the bottom right of the screen.  
o Save the PDF file to your device. 

Key Details to Know 

• "Official Copy" Watermark: When downloaded using this method, your PDF will feature the official 
FCC seal and have "Official Copy" watermarked across each page.  
 

• Reference vs. Official: Standard public searches on the FCC database produce a "Reference Copy" 
PDF, which is not an official authorization document. You must be logged into your FRN account to 
generate the official version.  

https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp

